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Moreover, the democracy is not only deficient in
*that soundness of judgment which is necessary to
select men really deserving of its confidence, but it
has neither the desire nor the inclination to find them
out. It cannot be denied that democratic institutions
-have a very strong tendency to promote the feeling of
envy in the human heart; not so much because they
afford to every one the means of rising to the level of
any of his fellow-citizens, as because those means per-
petually disappoint the persons who employ them.
Democratic institutions awaken and foster a passion
for equality which they can never entirely satisfy.
This complete equality eludes the grasp of the people
at the very moment at which it thinks to hold it fast,
and " flies," as Pascal says, " with eternal flight " ;
the people is excited in the pursuit of an advantage,
which is more precious because it is not sufficiently
remote to be unknown, or sufficiently near to be
enjoyed. The lower orders are agitated by the chance
of success, they are irritated by its uncertainty; and
they pass from the enthusiasm of pursuit to the
exhaustion of ill success, and lastly to the acrimony
of disappointment. Whatever transcends their own
limits appears to be an obstacle to their desires, and
there is no kind of superiority, however legitimate it
may be, which is not irksome in their sight. . . .
In the United States the people is not disposed to
hate the superior classes of society ; but it is not very
favourably inclined toward them, and it carefully
excludes them from the exercise of authority-. It does
not entertain any dread of distinguished talents, but
it is rarely captivated by them ; and it awards its
* approbation very sparingly to such as have risen
without the popular support.
While the natural propensities of democracy induce
the people to reject the most distinguished citizens as